Notes from Milwaukee Bar Association Small Claims Bench-Bar Committee Meeting
Friday, October 16, 2026 at 12:15 p.m.

In case you missed the meeting, below are notes from our most recent bench bar meeting.

1.  Report from the Court: The County approved the new building project to replace the Public Safety Building. At this time, there are no plans to move Small Claims. But we will be updated as the project moves forward.

2.  Issues/concerns Discussed:
 
· Affidavits of noncompliance: Plaintiff Landlords who obtain Writs / Orders of non-compliance are reminded to promptly mail copies to tenants via certified and regular mail (see local rules). Plaintiff Landlords should NOT wait until a couple weeks before 2nd/3rd hearings. Copies should be promptly mailed out. 

· Pro Se Monday and Friday: Pro Se landlords expressed concerns that their cases get scheduled for the busiest/longest court day – Monday. The clerk’s office indicated that they are now setting most pro se cases on Mondays and Fridays.

· Adjournments and late defenses: Can a requirement be implemented that all known defenses must be raised at the initial return date if tenant seeks an adjournment based on a pending EA application? The court is unwilling to create such a rule at this time. If this continues to happen with regularity, further discussion may be appropriate. 

· Appropriate use of court time on the return date: Plaintiff Landlords objected to court time being used for tenants to apply for Emergency Assistance with the aim of getting a 10 day stay of proceedings. It was discussed that a stay under § 799.40(4) is not discretionary, and that tenants may not be aware of their rights prior to coming to court. At this time, no change was made.   

· Automatically Un-Sealing Cases after Finding of Non-Compliance: At this time, a plaintiff landlord can request that a case be unsealed if a writ of eviction or other judgment is entered against the tenant. This can be done with a letter to the court. Due to high case volumes, the court does not review every dismissed case to check for potential non-compliance. The court indicated she would look into whether there were alternative ways to unseal a case if a judgment is entered that would not create an undue burden on the court.

5.  MBA announcements: October 27th at 5 pm is the MBA’s Pro Bono Reception to honor those who’ve dedicated their time to pro bono.
6.  Next meetings:  November 20 (money judgements)
		        December 18 (landlord/tenant)

Advisory Board – Landlord/Tenant
Alex Carson - acarso@milwaukee.gov
Jill Kastner - jxk@legalaction.org
Evan Knupp - evan@rkmilwaukee.com	

