MBA PROBATE BENCH-BAR COMMITTEE MEETING

Overview from November 10, 2025

Location: Zoom

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes from the meeting:

· Attorney Sara Eberhardy, who previously served as a co-chair of this committee, has graciously agreed to return and serve an interim co-chair following the resignation of co-chair Kelly Martyka.  

· Judge Davis thanked Register in Probate Robert Rondini for flying solo until Whitney DeVoe started as the new Deputy Register in Probate (DRIP).  As of January 1, 2026, DRIP DeVoe will be handling the even-numbered cases for informal administrations as well as the OTSC calendar.

· Contact the appropriate clerk to obtain a hearing date in advance of filing any hearing notice; do NOT contact a DRIP or the RIP:
· Lauren for Judge Davis (414) 278-4474
· Terri for Judge Van Grunsven (414) 278-4517
· Shatondria.Blalock@wicourts.gov for guardianship and informal probate (414) 278-4458
· veronica.morgan@wicourts.gov for mental health

· A question regarding bond was addressed. RIP Rondini wants to ensure that there are sufficient funds to pay all claims, attorney fees, etc. and decides on a case-by-case basis.  Judge Davis often waives bond for a successor personal representative. 
 
· The annual CLE emphasizing probate matters is scheduled Friday, December 5 from 1 to 4 p.m.  Attorneys Sara Eberhardy and Robert Welcenbach will discuss special administrations; Attorney Nathan Eckley will review probate basics; there will also be a panel discussion featuring members of the court.

· Topics and potential speakers for the January 30 annual GAL CLE were discussed.

· The next Bench-Bar Meeting via Zoom will be on Monday, January 12 at 12:15 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by Nancy L. Shue 
